Jax Jaguar
708-534-5000 | University Park, IL | jaxjaguar@gmail.com | LinkedIn Profile

Summary
Highly motivated and dedicated Elementary Education professional with a Master of Arts in Elementary Education. Eager to apply a deep understanding of pedagogical methods, curriculum development, and inclusive classroom practices to foster a creative and engaging learning environment for students in grades K-6. Proven ability to differentiate instruction, manage classroom dynamics effectively, and build strong relationships with students, parents, and colleagues.

Education
Master of Arts in Elementary Education | Expected May 2026 
Governors State University | University Park, IL 
· Relevant Coursework: Advanced Pedagogical Theory, Literacy and Language Arts Instruction, Data-Driven Decision Making, Inclusive Classroom Design, Educational Leadership

Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education | May 2025 
Governors State University | University Park, IL 
· Relevant Coursework: Elementary Methods for Math & Science, Reading and Writing Across the Curriculum, Social Studies for Elementary Grades, Educational Technology, Child and Adolescent Development, Diverse Learners and Inclusion

Associate of Arts in General Studies | May 2023 
Joliet Junior College | Joliet, IL

Experience
Substitute Teacher | August 2025 – Present 
Lincoln Elementary School | Joliet, IL
· Managed classrooms across various grade levels (K-5), ensuring continuity of instruction and a positive learning environment in the absence of the regular teacher.
· Implemented pre-planned lessons and adapted instructional strategies to meet the immediate needs of students.
· Maintained effective classroom management, fostering respect and engagement among students.

Student Teacher | September 2024 – May 2025 
Central Elementary School | Homewood, IL
· Collaborated with a 4th-grade teacher to plan and deliver engaging lessons in core subjects, including math and language arts.
· Differentiated instruction to meet the needs of diverse learners, including students with IEPs and English Language Learners.
· Utilized educational technology, such as interactive whiteboards and learning applications, to enhance student engagement.

After-School Program Leader | June 2024 – August 2024 
Local YMCA | University Park, IL
· Led a group of 20 children, ages 6-11, in academic support activities and structured recreational play.
· Maintained a safe and organized environment, implementing positive behavior management strategies.
· Communicated with parents and guardians about student progress and daily activities.

Projects
Capstone Research Project: The Impact of Project-Based Learning on Student Engagement | May 2026 
Governors State University | University Park, IL
· Designed and conducted a research study on the effects of project-based learning in a 5th-grade setting.
· Analyzed quantitative and qualitative data to evaluate the impact on student motivation and academic achievement.
· Presented research findings at the university's annual Education Symposium.



Interactive Science Unit on the Water Cycle | April 2024 
University Park, IL
· Developed a three-week science unit for a 3rd-grade classroom, incorporating hands-on experiments, group projects, and a digital presentation.
· Created a formative assessment to track student understanding and adjusted lessons based on the data.
· Presented the unit plan to a panel of faculty and education professionals for evaluation.

Awards & Certificates
· Dean's List: Governors State University (Fall 2024, Spring 2025)
· Illinois Professional Educator License (PEL): In progress, expected May 2026
· Mandated Reporter Certificate: Completed (April 2024)

Volunteer Work
Literacy Tutor | September 2023 – May 2024
University Park Public Library | University Park, IL
· Provided one-on-one reading support to elementary-aged students, focusing on phonics and reading comprehension.

Book Drive Organizer | October 2023
Student Education Association | University Park, IL
· Organized a successful book drive to collect over 500 new and gently used books for a school library in need.

Skills
· Educational Principles: Classroom Management, Differentiated Instruction, Integrated Curriculum Planning, Inquiry-Based Learning, Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)
· Instructional Methods: Literacy Instruction (Phonics, Reading Comprehension), Foundational Mathematics, Social-Emotional Learning (SEL), Project-Based Learning
· Technology: Google Workspace for Education, Learning Management Systems (Canvas, Seesaw), Interactive Whiteboards, Educational Applications (e.g., IXL, Kahoot!)
· Interpersonal: Parent-Teacher Communication, Collaboration, Problem-Solving, Conflict Resolution

